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TAGS: PPOR ET SU 

SUBJ: ETHIOPIAN/SUDANESE RELATIONS: WARM OR COOL? 

REF: A. KHARTOUM 0943; B. KHARTOUM 0966 

SUMMARY: IN SPITE OF IMPROVED ETHIOPIAN/SUDANESE RELATIONS 
HERALDED IN REPTELS, APR 9 PMAC PRESS STATEMENT CONDEMING 
"OFPICIALS OF CERTAIN NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES" DEMONSTRATES 
BILATERAL PROBLEMS STILL HAVE NOT BEEN PULLY RESOLVED. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . IN A CONVERSATION APR 8, SUDANESE EMBOPF JAFAAR REFERRED 
TO PINMIN KIPLE'S PRESS CONPERENCE (REP B) WITH SATISPACTION. 
ETHIOPIANS HAD "ALMOST APOLOGIZED" POR BOMBING INCIDENT AND 
HAD AGREED TO REACTIVATE THE MMINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COM- 
MITTEE. THIS COMMITTEE, JAPAAR SAID, WOULD PROBABLY MEET 
DURING THE PIRST OR SECOND WEEK OP MAY. JAPAAR ALSO STATED 
THAT KIPLE HAD QUERIED GOS ON TROOP MOVEMENTS NEAR PORT SUDAN 
(CP PARA 2, REP A), AND HAD APPARENTLY BEEN SATISPIED 
BY SUDANESE REPLY THAT MOVEMENTS WERE MINOR IN NATURE 
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AND NOT DIRECTED AGAINST EPMG. 
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2. MOFA AF DIRECTOR BERHANU DINKA CONEIRED "SUCCESSFUL 
KIFLE VISIT" TO KHARTOUM AND EXPRESSED HOPE BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WOULD REMAIN IMPROVED. HE CONFIRMED EPMG'S 
ACCEPTANCE OF GOS EXPLANTION OF MANEUVERS. BERHANU ALSO 
EXPRESSED EPMG'S PLEASURE AT REACTIVATION OF CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE AND SAID EPMG BELIEVED GOS WAS GENUINELY TRYING 
TO EXERT MORE CONTROL OVER SHIPMENTS OF SUPPLIES TO E/PLF 
FORCES ACROSS SUDANESE/ETHIOPIAN BORDER. 

3. IN SPITE OF HIS HOPES, BERHANU WAS GUARDED IN HIS OPTI- 
MISM RE FUTURE ETHIOPIAN/SUDANESE RELATIONS. SOUTHERN SUDANESE 
REFUGEES CONTINUE TO CROSS INTO ETHIOPIA AT RATE OE 

50-60 PER WEEK. THESE WERE NOT "ORDINARY REFUGEES, "I.E., 

FARMERS AND HERDERS, HE SAID, BUT POLITICALLY CONSCIOUS 
PEOPLE, INCLUDING SOME EORMER PARLIAMENTARIANS. SITUATION 
IN SOUTHER SUDAN, THEREEORE, CONTINUES TO WORRY EPMG. 

4. ON THE HEELS OF LOCAL PUBLICITY EXTOLLING CLOSE THIOPIAN/ 
SUDANESE RELATIONS, ENGLISH LANGUAGE ETHIOPIAN HERALD PUB- 
LISHED ARTICLE ON APR 9 CALLING FOR MASSES TO UNITE TO 

DEAL REACTIONAIRES EINAL BLOW. ARTICLE, EXCERPTING FROM A 
PMAC STATEMENT, STATED THAT EPMG FOREIGN POLICY "HAS BEEN 
MISCONSTRUED BY OEFICIALS OF CERTAIN NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES." 
THESE OFFICIALS, STATEMENT SAID, HAVE REPEATEDLY INTER- 
FERED IN THE "REVOLUTION OE THE ETHIOPIAN MASSES AND IN 
THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE COUNTRY." STATEMENT THEN 
CITES THE EXAMPLE OF A "PROPOSAL" (SIC) MADE BY AN "AF- 
RICAN AFFAIRS ADVISOR TO THE HEAD OF STATE OF A NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRY ' TO IT COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. THIS "DEPICTED 
ETHIOPIA AS THOUGH IT WAS IN A STATE OF CHAOS, CONFUSION, 

AMONG THE PEOPLE AND DISSENSION AMONG THE RANK ENA FILE 
OF THE ARMED FORCES. THE PROPOSAL HAD TRIED TO ANALYSE 
THE ERITREAN SITUATION IN A MANNER DETRIMENTAL TO ETHIOPIA'S 
UNITY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY." 

5. JAEAAR BELIEVES STATEMENT IS DIRECTED AGAINST SUDAN 
AND KHALID HASSAN ABBAS, FORMER AFRICAN AFFAIRS ADVISOR 
TO PRESIDENT NIMEIRI WHO VISITED ETHIOPIA EARLIER THIS 
YEAR. JAFAAR IS AT A LOSS TO UNDERSTAND THE REASON EOR 
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SUCH A STRONG ATTACK. HE OPINES THAT REPORTS ARE TRUE OF 
INCREASED ANTI-EPMG ACTIVITY IN TIGRE (WHICH RECEIVES LOGISTICAL 
SUPPORT VIA SUDAN) AND THIS IS THE EPMG'S WAY OF "GET- 
TING BACK AT THE GOS" EOR ALLOWING SUCH MATERIAL TO TRANSIT 
SUDAN. 

6. COMMENT: STATEMENT AND ARTICLE COULD BE ANOTHER INSTANCE 
OF EPMG'S MININEO HAND NOT KNOWING (OR CARING) WHAT MOFA HAND 
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IS DOING. REPORTS ABOUND HERE OE MININFO ISSUING STATEMENTS 
WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN CLEARED BY THE PMAC AND FOR WHICH IT 
IS SOLELY RESPONSIBLE. END COMMENT. 

HUMMEL 
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